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■ Celebration - traveller women rejoice after hearing new* of the judge's ruling Picture: ROi 

/II never shift us now, 
say jubilant camp residents 

, L-nc I .k~.. v.ihioon MrT'nrthv cite “If* still a victor* because "Basildon Council will tr 


TRAVELLERS said they 
were "over the moon" at the 
judge's decision to allow 
them to stay al Dale Farm for 
the time being and claim it 
means they will never be 
moved from the site. 

The judge ruled they will 
have to go eventually, but re* 
idents on Europe's biggest 
unauthorised traveller site 
are hoping that will not be 
the case 

Resident Nora Egan said: 
"We haw waited six years 
for this and now we have 
won ^ 

“When the council 
appeals, we will win again 
We don't think we 11 ever go 
and are cracking open the 
champagne now for the 
luggesl party erei at l»«'b 
K.u m 


Kathleen McCarthy site 
spokesman, said. "Justice 
has been done at last 
"I didn't think it was going 
to go our way. but didn't tell 
anyone, because they were all 
to worried It's such a relief.” 

A large group of travellers 
turned up at the Royal Courts 
of Justice in London but 
arrived Just too late to hear 
the Judgement. After learn- 
ing the news there were 
screams of delight and the 
champagne flowed outside. 

Richard Sheridan, another 
Dale Farm spokesman, the 
newly -elected president or 
the national Gypsy Council, 
was more level-headed 
He said “It is round one to 
us but we exped the council 
to make another move, so it s 
not over yet 


“It's still a victory because 
each day is about survival for 
our children, who just want 
an education. This give* us 
more turn* 

“We hope it will see sense 
and leave us be. It costs 
£18millton a year to move 
travellers on 

Evicting us would cost 
£2milllnn and the court case 
has cost £1 million. Leaving 
us here wUl save the taxpayer 
millions.'' 

Solicitor Keith Iomax. who 
represented the travellers, 
said: “It's a wake up call to au 
councils to provide the site* 
which are needed. Otherwise, 
they will find they can't rely 
on enforcement powers. 
Councils amiss the land are 
breaking the law and need to 
act quickly 


"Basildon Council will try 
to appeal, but those who rush 
to complain about legal ah! 
might stop to think for a 
moment whether the coun 
cil's budge! of more than 
£2mllUun for this battle is 
money property spent.’ 

The council wUl have to 
meet the travellers legal 
costs for this round of Ihe 
legal battle 

' It is round 
one to us, but 
we expect 
the council to 
make another 
move, so it’s not 
over yet 
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CHURCH leader* *«y *™ v 
•llers and villagers 
meet to ease community 

“ While 'the Judge anwnuiwl 
hi* decision In London on 
Friday, church leader* were 
meeting In Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Church. in 
Umdon Road. Wkkfottl- 
Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Brentwood, the R« 
n ,m McMahon, the ll I Kev 
John Gladwin. Anglican 
Bishop of Chelmdord. 
Joined police. .r^nliL? at 

w and council oHitUl* «« 


Friday's meeting lo look al 
way* to to bridge the gap 

Only « f*w villa*** 

attended. 

Our Lady of Good 
Counwel'* parl*h pn**J* 
Father John Glynn. *alo 
“It t* all about coromunlca 
tlon bringing all Ode* 
together In a non-coo* 
frontatkonal manner TM» 
l» now more relevant than 
ever, following the court 
ruling We hope the chun* 
can art a* a neutral media 
lor to bring sons* *ort «« 
meeting forwurd “ 


+ FIRST AlDCOURSF 

♦ Vppmatrd IVrum* hlour - l P*»« 2 pl 

,♦ first \id .1 Work 4 days HSE Registered £ 

♦ Baby 2 Hour £20.00 ♦ CTdW 2 Hour £20. 

♦ Karls sear* 12 hmir approved course £55.00 

♦ t mrrgracs Aid in Sc booh 2 hour £15.00 

•f Manual Handling £25.00 Be*pokc ( 'ourscs 

♦ K pi pea 2 Hour £20.00 ♦ AKD £341.00 

For ull enquires 

01702 6 

(Better Health... 

vc< - -Natur, 

SayYEb to Great He. 

Less pain, more en«g y a||e 
clearer thinking, good posn„p — — 
stress reduction, hotm 0n<) | 

1 balance, improved rr, IHJdi 
I wellbeing. grm 

A drug tree, needlef,..^ 

Holistic approach to b ’ * 

health. 

For your fro* «*nultut, 0n 

or to iff how ^ 

I Underwood Chiropr* ct ^ 
cart help 
pieose roll us 
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Council 

must 

pursue 

evictions 

H ERE we go again The 
relentless pattn n i* 
becoming all too 
familiar. The way reallv did 
»eom clear for Basildon 
Council to move in and dose 
the illegal Dale Farm 
travellers' site. Yet once 
again, a decision taken fnr 
from the fields of |»sr\ ha*, 
stalled the operation of 
Justice, and itfven the 
travellers what they most 
want time. 

Mr Justice Collins's 
decision in the londnn High 
Court it deeply galling tor 
Basildon Council and t he 
long-suffering resident' 
who Use within the shadow 
of Dale Farm. 

Yet the court's finding' are 
not whoUy discouraging 
The judge actually stippoi ts 
the council’s stance in mans 
instances. 

Anyone reading the Judge ’s 
comments, who wasn't 
aware of the final 
conclusion, would probahU 
assume the decision went 
against the travellers. 
Declarations such as “th« 
law will not tolerate 
developments without 
planning permission, 
particularly on Green Belt 
land" sound like a ringing 
endorsement of Basildon 
Council's actions. Yet at the 
last minute, victory was 
handed to the travellers, on 
the quibble there has been 
insufficient attention to “all 
relevant matters to be 
properly taken into 
account". 

Basildon Council must 
remain resolute, and pursue 
eviction. The travellers’ 
tactic is to wear the council 
down. Once that happens, 
nowhere in the English 
countryside will be safe 
from illegal development 
and manipulation of the 
law which has become so 
familiar here in Essex. 

Tour policy 

The Eel ie. first published in 
I 1969. is independent ol politi 
I cal parties, private interests 
1 and government 
I Our policy is to provide our 
I readers with a news and informa 
I tion service that is fair, accurate 
I and balanced. 

We adhere to the Press 
I Complaints Commission's Code 
I of Practice 

I If you find an error of fact m 
I our pages, please wnte. e-mail or 
I telephone the editor (see contact 
panel on P2). 

I Our policy Is to correct mis 
takes promptly and. where 
I appropriate, to apologise 
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RECYCLED PAPER 
MADE UP 79 PER CENT 
OF THE RAW 
MATERIAL FOR UK 
NEWSPAPERS IN 2007 
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